CHAPTER XIII

GIOVANNI (LEO x)

Born 1476. (Pope 1513-1521.) Died 1521

LEO X was by no means so important a character as it has
been universally the fashion to depict him. The spbndour
which surrounded him has caught the popular imagination,
and has prevented its being seen how little he merited the
exalted view of him which has obtained general acceptance.
When, however, he is brought to stand side by side with the
other members of his family this inevitably comes out. The
combined effect of his desire to take life easily and his un-
failing common-sense (which kept him from involving him-
self in matters likely to lead to embarrassment and disaster)
prevented him from becoming, as did his cousin Clement
VII, the pivot round which the great events which took
place in his time revolved. As a result, in a history of the
Medici family (where each individual occupies the place de-
manded by his own character and deeds) the narrative of
Leo's life becomes of far less importance than that of his
much less pleasing cousin Clement, who not only played a
more important part in the affairs of Europe, but also pur-
sued a course which had infinitely greater effect on the sub-
sequent fortunes of the family.

Giovanni, the second son of Lorenzo the Magnificent, was
only thirty-seven when, on the nth March 1513, he was
elected Pope.1 During the previous twenty years, from the
time when at sixteen he had left his home in Florence to take
his seat for the first time in the Sacred College, his life had
been a chequered one. Returning to Florence after only a
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